


Current Global Situation
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Region of: Eastern Mediterranean
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Bloomberg ‘Covid Resilience Ranking’

Covid Resilience Ranking
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‘The rise and fall of Omicron’ healix
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The Omicron surge

Dailyv new confirmed COVID-19 cases per million people

7-day rolling average. Due to limited testing, the number of confirmed cases is lower than the true number of infections.
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What do we know about Omicron? healix

Omicron is the 5% ‘variant of concern’ on the WHO
database, first identified in South Africa in November 2021

« An umbrella term for a number of variants

« Omicron has rapidly replaced Delta

* Omicron BA.1 is being displaced by Omicron BA.2
« BA.2is at least 30% more transmissible than BA.1
* BA.2 can evade immunity better than BA.1

« Current monoclonal antibodies are ineffective

« Omicron appears to be 75% less virulent than Delta, but equal
to the ancestral SARS-CoV-2

 Because of the size of the BA.1 surge it seems that BA.2
may prolong the surge but not spark a second major wave




Tools to control the spread

Masks / WFH / Ventilation
COVID certificates measures

Changes of

Isolation .
Behaviour

Testing

Border measures

(?)

healix’

Treatments

Vaccines,
vaccines,
vaccines!



healix’

Vaccination and boosters

COVID-19 vaccine initial doses and boosters per 100 people, Feb 24, 2022

Total number of doses administered, broken down by whether they are part of the initial protocol or booster doses, divided by the total population of

the country.
M Initizl protocol doses Booster doses
South Korea &0 231
United Kingdom 149 56 205
Israel 1 56 194
Thailand : 25 176
United States 25 166
Europe 37 185
Russia 101 9 110
South Africa — 52
Africa 29
0 50 100 150 200



v |
How do we transition from pandemic healix

to endemic?

A disease becomes endemic when it reaches a predictable state.

a Protect lives and livelihoods 'I' Ensure ongoing surveillance data
4

° Protect health service infrastructure .Q,Q Develop next-gen vaccines & treatments

((1)) Continue public health messaging
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What potential dangers lie ahead?

+

New variants

Could cause:

Testing to be ineffective

Vaccines to become less
effective

Treatments to become less
effective

More severe disease
Increased transmissibility

+

Long COVID

Increasing evidence that a
significant number of people will
continue to suffer symptoms long
after their initial infection

+

The next pandemic

Another pandemic could arise
and take the world by surprise



What do we know about Long Covid?  healix’

Data from the UK Office for National Statistics, January
2022

« Generally accepted definition of ongoing symptoms >12 weeks

* An estimated 1.3 million living with Long Covid in UK (2.0% of
population)

*  40% (506,000 people) ongoing for >1 year

* 64% (809,000) reported ‘adversely affected day-to-day activities’

« 20% (247,000) reported ability to undertake day-to-day activities
limited a lot’

« Fatigue most common symptom (51%) followed by loss of smell,
shortness of breath and difficulty concentrating

* Most common in 35-69 year olds, females, deprived living, those
working in healthcare, social care, teaching or education

STUDIES SHOW THAT VACCINATION REDUCES THE
INCIDENCE OF LONG COVID BY UP TO 50%.




WHO Potential Future Scenarios

1

Scenario One- the current COVID situation
remains static with ongoing case numbers and
steady mortality rates.

Scenario Two- the pandemic transitions to an
endemic state where COVID is considered like any
other respiratory pathogen, similar to influenza for
example, and we experience regular numbers of
cases with seasonal peaks

Scenario Three- new variants continue to emerge
creating a similar situation to 2020 and we have to
start all over again with newly developed vaccines,
lockdowns and large numbers of hospitalisations
and deaths, as well as devastating economic
consequences.

healix

World Health
Organization
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Challenges for business travel

« Business trip vs video-conference?

« Can you identify ‘safe’ destinations?

« What restrictions exist for business travel?
« What is your vaccination policy?

* Who Is safe to travel?

 \WWho wants to travel: ‘never left’; never
returning’; ‘fear of missing out (FOMO)’; ‘wait
and see’? [McKinsey & Company]
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Healix COVID Travel Safe healix

Three risk factors

COVID Travel Safe assesses risk factors associated
with the country, medical and logistical risk context.
Each of these categories is assigned a rating which
informs an overall assessment of the risk environment

The medical questionnaire

Alongside the medical context, our medical experts
have also developed an in-house tool that calculates
the risk of developing complications from COVID-19
based on a travellers personal medical history

Behind the scenes

Our team are closely monitoring the science,
government restrictions and logistical issues around the
world, ensuring the information driving COVID Travel
Safe is representative of the pandemic’s evolution




Key message...

All pandemics come to an end,
and so will this one






